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Herr Hering, Deputy Mayer of Spandau, hands over

RCT Staff Band
and their Travels

the key of the bus to Maj Speight.

Grosser Gelber becomes blue
“Grosser Gelber wurde blau™ was
the headling in the Berliner Morgen
post following press coverage of the
RCT Staff Band's first engagement in
Berlin on Tuesday, 16 September.
“Grosser Gelber” is the affectionate
term by which BVG double-decker
buses are locally known and the
Grosser Gelber” in question was pre
sented 1o Maj A. M. Speight, OC 62 Tpt
and Mov Sqn RCT by the Deputy Mayor
of Spandau, Herr Hering, in recogni
tion of the “multitude of assistance
rendered”. The bus, now resplendent
in ACT blue livary, had completed
700,000 kilomatres in its previous life.
It was soan pressed into service again
This time for its inaugural run from
outside the Rathaus Spandau to York
House Officers'’ Mess where the
Squadron treated the Deputy Mayor,
councillors and representatives from
the BVG to lunch. Meanwhile the band
played on; the RCT Staff Band enter-
tained the gathering crowds outside
the Rathaus as an appetizer lo a
concert they were to give later that day
in the Neues Kant Gymnasium,
Spanday

Band Performance

The tum of the band to take the lime-
light came later in the day when, led by
the RCT Director of Music, Capt D.
Marshall, they played to an audience
of nearly 300 German and Squadron
guests in the sumptuous symphony
hall loaned by Spandau especially for
the event. We were treated to a varied
programme from the delights of Wag-
ner through to a medley from the film
‘Grease'. The spectacle of the Corps of
Drums was well received by our Ger-
man audience and the triple encore
taken by the band was an indication of
the success of the evening

Capt David Marshall won the hearts
of his German audience by intraducing
each stage of the programme in Ger-
man and ended the evening by con
ducting the communal singing of
‘Mein Vater war ain Wandersmann'
and other local favourites.

* o

Booking for the RCT Staff Band can
be made through RHQ RCT Depot,
Buller Barracks, Aldershot Tnﬁ
“Grosser Blauer mit Bar" can
booked through the Brigade TCO" le
fice on 309 72 03,

The unvelling of

new benches at Charlottenburg
Station.

Comfort comes
to Charlottenburg Station

On day two of their tour the RCT
Staif Band and Corps of Drums had
a particularly early start at the Char-
lottenburg Station playing prior 1o
the departure of the British Military
Train.

Thanks 10 the effort of three Berlin
organisations, the station now has
three benches available for passen-
gers awaiting either arrival or depar-
ture of the train

The project to get the seals staried
a year ago when, following a clean-
up campaign, the Squadron appealed
for help in making the platform more
comfortable. 29 Sig Regt (Berlin) and
the Spandau Youth Club responded o
this appeal and have now, along with
62 Tpt & Mov San RCT, presented good
quality benches with commemorative
plaques to the station.

Al a small unveiling ceremony last
Wednesday passengers were not only
comforiably seated, but were also
given a rousing send off by the Staff
Band and Corps of Drums
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Long Service for British Community

Frau Lellau forty pears ago.

Frau Lellau

When Hannelore Lellau started work at
BMH Berlin in 1847 she didn'l expect 1o
‘stay long.

“For the first six months | hardly under
$1000 a word anyone said to me. | didnt
think I'd stay for more than a year,” she
said,

This month Hannelare is celebrating her
fortieth yaar at the hospital and 1o mark the
spacial anniversary she thiew a party for
colleagues and Iriends on Wednesday, 22
September.

Hannelore, a Berliner, had infended fo go
to a linguistics college but found it had
been destroyed when she returned from
housshold service to Berlin after the end of
the War.

She bagan work at the hospital on | Sep
tember, 1947 and despite initial difficulty,
quickly became fluent in both written and
spoken English.

Hannelore, now parsonnel clerk, has
worked as & confidential secrefary, pro
curement account clerk, In medical admi
nistration and has stood in for Chief Clerks

She has worked undar two generations
ol two lamilies and was described as “in-
valuable” during the move from the old
hospital in Spandau to the current building
in Gharlottenburg

The Commanding Officer, Cal John
HamerPhilip, presented Hannelore with a
cheque for DM 2,000 in the Officers’ Mess
on 24 August

At her party on Wednesday she was pre-
sented with a silver and marcasite RAMC
crest and flowers. Her colleagues baught
her a porcelain vase, flowers and crystal fig-
ures 1o add 1o her collection.

Provious colleagues have found nothing
but the best to say about Hannelore. In a
testimonial for her in 1980 Agmin Officer
Maj G.A. Sunderiand wrote: “In the late fif.
ties she worked far my father at the old mi.
litary hospital in Spandau and even now he
speaks of her reliability and competence.”

In 1962 Commanding Officer Col TV.
Humphreys said: “Frau Lellau is indeed
2z

Cangratulations from BMH,

A token thanks for Herr Gruse.

one of the great pillars of the hospital — it

Herr Gruse

would be ditficult 1o imagine it functioning
ha."
weihiow! I Herr Gruse recently received a
In 1977 Col M.J. Banahan, wrote: “| came

gift from Lt Gol Steer, Comd Sup,
1o raly completely on her advice and 83 L eire ey

sistance .. . | shall be fortunate indeed if |

enjoy the services of her equal again " Also present at Herr Gruse's
farewell was Maj Denholm, OC

Ord Depot

In 1970 Col D.D. O'Brien perhaps sum.
med up Hannelore's qualities in ane sen
tence: “Sha is the perfect secretary

dod Ak ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ko
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Congratulations Hannelore!
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Remember i

The clocks in Germany go back
one hour on Sunday morning,
27 September

72 Years On — Piper Laidlaw with Grandson

Grandfather ami Grandson ~ i lerlis.

Seveniy-iwo years ago today, 25
September 1915, Piper Laidlaw of the
7th Ba
Bordes

alion The King's Own Scottish

rs won the Victoria Cross for
conspicuous bravery at Cpl
Law, grandson of Piper Laidlaw. is a

Loos.

member of 1 KOSB and is a driving in-
structor in the MT Plataon. Sadly Cpl
Law does not play the pipes nor does
he intend 1o learn.

The painting of Piper Laidlaw hangs
in the | KOSB Officers’ Mess and it is
er unusual way (o
grandfather and grandson

re-unite

extract from the
ette dated 18 November

‘For conspicuous  bravery
prior (o an assault on German trenches

most

near Loos, and Hill 70, on 25 Sep
tember 1915, During the worst of the
bombardment, when the attack was

about 1o conmmence, Piper Laidlaw,
seeing thai his company was somewhat
shaken
absolute coolness and disregard for
danger mounted the parapet, marched
up and down and played his company
out of the trench. The effect of this
splended example was inwmediate, and
the company dashed oui {0 the assailt

Piper Laidlaw continued playing his
pipes until tre was wounded. "

from the effects of gas with
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Focus on Tiergarten

This week and next, the feature articles will focus on the borough of Tiergarten. The theme in this issue is Tiergarten as
one of the major cultural centres within Berlin. Not only is the area around the Philharmonic being specially developed as a

culture forum (Kulturforum) but s

leries, archives, and buildings of architectural interest which all make Tiergarten rich in cultural
s are keen 1o promote this aspect of the borough and have collected together all the famous and not so famous

author

cultural centres in a book. ‘Gutes vor der Tour: Kunst und Kultur in Tiergarten/Moabit® ¢a

Townhall, TurmstraBe.
Kulturfarum

Tiergarten hosis Berkin's Kulturforum — &
cultural centre where prominent museums,
galeries, libraries and music halls are clustcred
e idea was the brain-child of archi
Hans Seharoun, at the time when post-war
planners were deciding what 1o make of the de-
solate land between the Tiergarten park and the
Landwehr Canal. Unfartunately, he died before
secing his total concept realized but some of the

apen before the 1990s
rently, includes the Philharmonic, Musical In
struments Museum, Art and Craft Museum, N
tional Gallery and State Library

The Philharmanie

The first building in the Kuhurforum 1o be
crected was the Philharmonic Concert Hall. Op-
ened in 1963, its design was seutled in 1956 by an
architectural competition which Professor Hans
Scharoun won. I1s unorthodox shape and style
was determined by the idea of music as the focal
point and a desite 10 bring musicians and music
lovers together by moving away from the tradi-
vional scgregation of stage and auditorium.
Anyone who has visited the Philharmenie will
know that the unity of Man, Music and Space,
symbolized by the triple pentagon on the cenatre.
wall, has been achieved.

The construction of the Phi
cording to publicity mater)
prescnt a landscape with the auditorium as a val-
ley and the orchestra a1 ts bottom surrounded
by a sprawling vineyard which climbs the sides
of ithe neighbouring bills. The ceiling, re-
scmbling a tent, cncounters the landscape as the
sky would. lis convex character diffuses the
sound at all angles and is dispersed upon the
audience like sunshing on the grapes.”

Of course it's not oaly the Concert Hall which
s of international repute but the musicians, for
whom the hall was built, arc also world-re-
nowned, The Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra
was founded in 1862 after a few rebel musicians
decided o leave their old orchestra and form &
Bew one with its own democratic constitution.
At first, work and venues were hard to find but,
under the direction of Hans von Bolow and after
the wansformation of & roller skating hall in
4

The interior of the Phitharmanie.

Mo a fine auditorium with

Bernburger Strasse
‘exceptional acoustic qualities, the orchestra rose
10 fame.

Today's ochesira, under Herben von
Karajan, is 5o popular that 2 complicated system
of buying tickets (involving a1 least two carly
morming trips) has been devised that must est all
but the most dedicated followers of Karajan!

The Chamber Music Hall

The latest of the planned buildings 1o go up in
the Kulwrforum, is the Chamber Music Hall
Though not yet complete, the opening night is
on 26 October with Herbert von Karajan con-
ducting Vivaldi's Four Scasons!

The design of the Chamber Music Hall by
that

Hans Scharoun, is similar to of the
Philharmenie and the emphasi

on the music and the relationshi
musicians and the music lovers, The orchestra
be in the centre of the auditori
audience, again, seaied in a “vineya
ment around the osium.

The Bendier Block nov, in part, s memoria!cen-
tre to those who gave their lives resisting the
Nazis,

attered throughout the rest of the borough are many other museums, music venues, gal-

Natu

lly, the

ety.

be obtained from Tiergarten

Aro

Tiergarten — other museumns
and exhibition centres

Though the Kul
lin's

rforum boasts some of Ber

best-loved attractions,
equally interesiing, yet less well-known venues

he borough, worth visiting. Just o few
sured below

there are other

Bendler Block

Along Stauffenbergstrasse just on the odge of
the Kulturforum is the Bendier iBlock which used

Hitler and take over ihe g
nent of Germany was haiched.

Tragically, he aitempi on Hillers life on 20
July 1944 by Count von Stauffenbers, failed and
the coup d'éais ser in motion had to be
abandoned. The main plotiers were rounded up,
and shot in the courtyard of the Bendies Block.

On that spot, today, stands a memorial 1o the
main conspirators: General Olbricht, Count
Graf von Stwffenberg. Coloncl Meriz von
Quitheim and Licutenant Haeffien.

Part of he building in which these people
worked has been turned into a memorial centre
with an cxhibition entitled *Resistance against
ihe Nazis" 15 o this secand floor that you can
¢ same of the rooms. in which the plotters
worked as well as documentary evidence an
some of the many groups and individuals who
opposed Hitler and his regime in the 19305 and
405,

On arrangement with the centre, you can sce
the disturbing fim of the People's Couri,
(Volksgerichtshof), headed by Roland Freisler,
which seatenced 5,000 people 10 death because
of their complicity in the 20 July plot. The film,
with its vitriolic awacks and screams by Fries-
leur, is harrowing to watch but gives us just the
briefest of glimpes into the terrifying times in
which the poor victims lived

The memorial centre ‘Gedenkstitie Deutscher
‘Widerstand' on the second floor of the Bendler
Block, Stauffenbergstrasse 13, is open Monday
ta Friday, from 0900—1700 hours.

{The American Tour Agency, ITT, runs a very
informative ‘Resistance Tour' which visits the
Bendler Block and arranges for the film 1o be
seen).
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Hamburg Railway Station
Just over one hundred years ago the Hamburg
Railway Station closed ils doors [0 passengers
after less than forty years of service 1o Berliners
and other travellers. In May of this year, after
‘painstaking restoration work, the grand and im-
station was re-opened to the public, but
for a journey of a different kind. One which
dosar take you (o from e confins of the
station but lets you travel through time and
see the many ways there once wer of geiiing 1o
Berlin.

“The Journey to Berlin' (Die Reise nach Ber-
lin) starts in o station hall with siacks of
suiteases all around; the subdued, blue lighting
engenders the anticipation and excitement felt
by many travellers before embarkation. For
tunately for us today, we don't have to elimb up
10 the uncomfortable post-chaise o begin our
Journey, but 1 suspect many of us would opt for
the opulent slceping and living comparuments
that the wealthy used when travelling long dis-
tances by rail in the 19205 and

An alternative, just beginning thea, was air
travel and the exhibition looks at its develop-
ment in relation 10 the city and displays me-
mentos of those carly flying days from Luft-
hansa and BEA.

Car travel, 100, is very mush in evidence with
0kl Mercedes taking pride of place in the small
vintage car section, and a Trabant in the famitiar
post-war tales of travel to Berlin

Travelling along transit routes in the 505 and
605 may have seemed a nightmare then but was.
nothing compared 1o the “death journeys’ Jews
were forced to make out of Berlin under the
Nazis. 30,535 victims left Berlia for concentra-

— never 1o retur — and their heart
rendering silght  cleverly and effctively repre.
tod on a wall covered with grey phoiocapies

of namelisis.

“The Journey 10 Berlin' is a wide-ranging
exhibition, not only looking at ways and means.
of travel 10 Berlin but how the city appeared to
tourists a1 different times. Audio-visual pre-
sentations, photographs and models all help 1o
recreate the capiivating aumospherc of old Br.

“To experience it (if you haven't done 5o al
ready) visit the exhibition which runs until | No-
vember and costs DM 610 get in. It is open daily
from 1000—1800 hours and uaiil 2000 hours an
Fridays, The Hamburg Station is at Invaliden
strasse 50/31; just before the border crossing
point into East Berlin. The nearest S-Bahn is
Lehrter Bahaho.

The story of Stucco at the Berlin Pavillon

“Save our Stucco” was the plea uttered by
Besliners in 1962 after many of the surviving de-
corative facades had been ripped from the
outside walls of their homes. The stuccoless
streets appeared 10 them soulless and bare. They
had come 1o understand the value of siucco
(mouldings and plaster used 1o decorate wall
surfaces) and wanted (o make the town planners.
aware that the character of the buildings they
lived in had disappeared. The uniform grey and
brown rendered blocks of flais depressed them;
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Mamburg Raitway Station, Berlin, taken about 1920 when the building

was already in use as the State Transport and Construction Museum, after

passenger traffic had been tramsferred 10 the nearby Lehrier Railway Sta.
vion b 1884,

they wanied their sireets reinvesied with light
and colour and their homes once again given an
individual air. The planners did take note of the
cryand et  programm of esomution i

flats and of thes 2.700 are listed buildings or
stand in the “Frotccted Building Areas™. Ber-
lin's stusco workers only have the resources 10
restore twenly 10 thirty houses 1o the most

neteenth dential build
ings that is continuing \othis day

The previous palicy of the planners had much
1o do with wanting 10 start afresh after the dis-
aurous Nazi era. People generally wanted 10
forget the past and removing stucca and rebuild
ing blocks of fats and shops in a plain style was
belicved (0 be a way of obliterating painful
memor the years weni by, however,
valuable buildings were destroy
have been saved and restored. In Berlin, the
Anhalter Bahnhof was demolished beyond re-
pair and the Stadischloss in the Lustgaricn was
lost..

With the loss of such buildings udes began
10 alter and buildings which could be retained
were, and decorative stucco played an enormous
partin the reniova

In Berlin, Schloss Charlottenburg is onc of the
spectacular successes of the succo experts. It
has been restored 10 its former glory in all ity
dazzling detail, and it is worth wondering what
Berlin would be lke without such a testament to
its past

The Kurfirsiendamm has also been given
back some of its old character by careful use of
decorative stucco, Next time you meander along
the m look up at two fine examples,
numbers 48 and 189, Money is provided by the
Senate to help restore buildings in certain areas,

Since the carly, tentative days many buildings
have been restored in Berlin but there is clearly
sill some way to 50 o finish the project. West
Berlin has around 175,000 blocks of houses and

each year, Obviows
at such a rate we would be well into the twenty-
first cemtury before all the buildings were com-
plete. So compromises have had 1o be made, and
sinplified forms of the original decorative style

sed. This plan ot anly saves money but means
more buildings can be restored in some way each
year

“Stisch Im Berliner Stadibild’ — Exhibition

An exhibition about the use of stucco in the
iy b running al the Berlin Pavillon. The story
of stucco is 10kl in plant sized photographs
which are quite fascinating. They compare orig-
inal buildings (around 1890) with today's re-
siorations. The older photos are also full of
people going about their daily business, chatting
in crowded sirccts or hanging sbout outside
shops. The eshibition also gives examples of
pieces of stucca used on buildings and gives an
insight inia how it is made.

Entrance to the exhil

s freeand it is open
every day (except Mondays) between 1100 and
1900 hours until furiher notice. A colourful gul
k may be purchased for DM $ al the in-
formation desk but, unfortunately, it is only in
German. Hot and cald snacks arc available from
the Large Kneipe inside the

The thinty year old Pavillon is situated near
the Tiergasten and along 17 Juni Strasse. Th
nearest. U-Bahin stations are Ernst-Reuter-Platz
and Hansaplatz. However, most convenient is
the S-Bahn, Line 1, which stops at the Tier-
garten station just behind the Pavilion.

Catheyn Wilkock

What a difference the Stuceo makes!
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BERLIN@LLE’I‘]N

BERLIN DIARY

A look at the news and events in the Berlin Bulletin this week ten, twenty and thirty years ago.

1957

Visit of General Sir Roy Bucher

Ouring an intensive lecture taur of Germany
Gonotal Sir oy Buchar, KEE. CB, MC, the Vice
Chairman of the Executive Council of the Bri
tish Legion, accompanied by Lady Bucher,
visited Berfin between 21 and 24 September la
address young salciers, about to loave the
senvice, on the ams and work of the Bitish
Legion

The Legon s orgunsed o o party
democaatc I it yoars iy the
erpriopiehpllime s bl
nisations each affliated to ilfesent political
parties and each fighting tne ather and getting
nawhere, the national organtsation

He approached Fiaka Marshal Haig, who re
fused 1o accept his Earidom until

who hai served under him had recerved justice.

em they managed, not withoul

fe the four orga

Legion was granied is

we have

the benefit

thaie families or

e an

Membership. subscriptions maj
elficient Executie Organisation
which has. deall with

successfully w

5307y 15 to be an ex

woman, of a degendent, In fact,
opte helped, only two are mem
of the benefils which ex-sarvice.
in &5, thest right under the Law
by the British Legion.
imerly necessary for a
to prove thal his

ceive a pension. Now he recerves his pension
S8t oo Rl whther g iy wh 2ty
sult ol actrve sarvice O a pRac ccident

1967

Bahind the scenes at the Berlin Tattoo

“Moscow’ — befare and after the storm.

The principal organisers (under the direction
of the GOC and Brigade Commanden for this
year's Tattoo were Capt Parker (Artistic Di-
recter), Lt Col Jaeger (Director of Music) and
Maj Hution {DAAG). Since early March, this
committea has been masting in England and
Berlin planning tha Tattoa in more

months went by, Maj Inglis, the previous
DAAG, had done a lot of lanning in fhe early

5. On 8 hol July Sunday af

Pimms, the committee finisned its planning
and we issued our cerailed instructions. WOZ
Sidebottom and the ‘A’ Branch clerks will re-
member working overtime

SSgt Elliot and Sappers of 38 Fd Sqn AE set
10 work building ‘Moscow”. Poor Sappers — it
blew down and ey Nad 10 1obuild I for e iast
periommance. Oiher engineers’ jobs wer Ihe i
rewarks, searchlighis and laying the planking
over the athietics track. This ook eighty
four days, and men from the Battalions héiped.
Area Oilice MPBW lock on olher canslruction
Jobs under the cxpesienced hand of Mr. Harold
Morrs. while WOZ Buriey handled Capt Par-
ker's exacting demands for exira lighting. arc
ights, coloured lights, cue lighls, bib lights
i e, Hekafog hts $od sy nambet
60t the il for Catie

1977
Cross-Country Motar Cyciing

The thrill and excitemen! of Cross-
country mator cycling is capiured here in
our pictures of Berlin Field Force Motor
Cycle Trial. There wera 65 riders {rom
Berlin ana BAOR in this year's trials
which took place in the Grunewald be-
tween 14 and 16 Seplember, arganised
by 62Tpt & Mov San ACT. The B
ers rode BSA 40s and the
Hercules 1258, After some strict scruti-
nesring, tha competitors started the ob-
served Sections course. This involved rid-
0 their bikes through ten very difficult
hazards withou! siopping of p
feet down, attempting each hazard four
times




