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Visit of Old Comrades to‘B

There is a tendency for the Berlin Arm-
oured Squadron, separated as it is from its
parent regiment by most of East Germany,
the whole of the North Sea and a su
stantial part of Yorkshire, to feel isolated
and cut off from the rest of the regimental
family. In order to make sure that this does
not in fact happen, a lot of ¢ffont is put
into sirengthening the regimental ties. In
July of this year, HRH The Princess Royal,
Colancl-in-Chicf of the 14th/20ih King's
adron in Berlin at

ng the rest of the

her own request after visi
Regiment in Catterick. And, at the end of
September, a party of some thirty-eight
Old Comrades visited the Squadron
at their own request.

When the visit was first mooted in the
spring, much concern was expressed
how the Old Comrades, some in their
705, would fare on the long bus and boat
trip from Manchester. In the event, we
need not have worried: the only ones
suffer on the journey were the boat staff,
the bus driver and the organiser, Regi
mental Secretary Maj Bill Williams, all of
whom had rather a difficult time keeping
the youngsters under control!

Apart from Maj Williams, the party
cluded Lt Col Frazer, who commanded the
Regiment 1964—66, Mrs. Karen Potts, the
daughter of a Troop Sergeant in the
0th Hussars, and some members of

gain

“Memories of Yesteryear!” Some Old Com-
rades pose in front of u ‘B° Sqn 14/20 H
Chieftain.

B* Squadron from when it was last the
ssmm Armoured Squadron in 1957—60.
v reported one or two changes since
v, inel new wall built behind

the Reichstag

v of the visit was spent
s equipment at

n an

manocuvrability and perf
claimed to miss the subtle
gearboxcs and non-crcitant suspe

on

The day was rounded off with a Squa
dron Social in the Junior Ranks Club,
which was a great success, Unfortunat

Sqn14/20H

the musicians” instruments had been eaten
by the luggage carousel at Tegel airpart, so
they had to borrow from members of the
Squadron, but a thoroughly good time was
had by all

The visit also included a boat trip on the
Havel and o trip 10 East Berlin, as well as a
certain w of “frec time” for shop-
ping and sight-secing in the West. By the
time the OId (wnnﬂc- boarded their bus
some of them were, at

had all impressed th
energy and stamina.
sure that no-one in the Squadron was left in
oubt as 1o how close the links are be.
tween the Squadron and the rest of the Re-
gimental family, serving o retired

Tpr Hawher shows ane of th 5 1
commander's station ina € Mr[m!m

Luton Delegation visits RAF Gatow

Phota: W. Muths

The Mayoress presents Wing Commander

Yarraw with a Liston tie after recelving an
engraving of the station.

A party of eleven Luton town offi-
cials, led by Her Worship the Mayor,
Councillor Mrs. P. J. Wolscy, visited
RAF Gatow on 12 Octaber. As guests of
Spandau Mayor Werner Salomon, the
party spent five days in the city.

Half a day was reserved 10 view the
ties a1 RAF Gatow; especially in

connection with the weekly Trooper
flight to Luton. After a welcoming
speech by the Acting Station Com-

mander, Wg Cdr Steve Yarrow, the
par[)' was briefed on the history of
ow, the pre-war years, the days of
uftwaffe, the Airlift and the

m:

of the RAF at

forty-two year prese
Gatow

They visited the Air Movements build-
ing, where they were briefed by Sqn Ld
Roger Cresswell (S Mov 0) about the
Gatow—Luton flights. Over a million
passengers have been flown on the
Trooper so far and 1o many members of
the British Garrison, the Air Movements
building is the first and last thing they see
of Berlin

A lunch with RAF Officers concluded
the visit and, as the Mayoress stated in
her speech, they all considered it very
pleasant and informative.
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‘Thank You’ Presentation from 14/20H

Officers and soldiers of 14thi20th
King's Hussars were delighted when,
during the visit to Berlin of the
Colonelin-Chief, the Princess Royal,
in the summer, the Mayor of Spandau
presented the Regiment with a replica
of the Prussian Eagle which hangs
above the door of Spandau Citadel.

So last week the 14th/20th said a for-
mal “thank you'" to the Mayor. The CO,
Lt Col Christopher Price, in Berlin
especially for the occasion, handed to
Herr Werner Salomon a beautiful

The Mayor of Spandau receives a framed
photograph from Lt Col Price, 14/20H.

framed photograph of his earlier pre-
sentation, which had been accepted
by the Princess Royal on behalf of the
Regiment

The 14th/20th's association with the
Prussian Eagle goes back to 179
when its predecessor, the 14th Light
Dragoons, provided an escort for HRH
Princess Frederica, Princess Royal of
Prussia and daughter of King Frede-
rick William I, when she arrived in
England for the first time after her mar-
riage to the Duke of York, Commander-
in-Chief of the Army. As a mark of spe-
cial favour, the 14th were granted the
title of ‘Duchess of York's Own' and
adopled Brandenburg orange as the
colour of their uniform facings. They
were also given the King's permission
to wear the Prussian Eagle badge
which they do to this day

Until now the Regiment has not had
any formal links with Spandau; its
base at Smuts Barracks is in fact affi-
liated to the Tiergarten. It is ap-
propriate, however, that ties should be
formed as ‘B’ Squadron, which has
been in Berlin since 1985, hands over
the armoured role to ‘C' Squadron in
December.

Visit of Lt Col Muchtar

Lt Col Muchtar, CO 5 Royal Malay Regi
ment visited 1 KOSB last week. The Royal
Malay Regiment is an affillaled Regiment
to 1 KOSE. On Tuesday, & October, L1 Col
Muchtar visited various departments in the
Battalion. Before his departure Lt Col
Muchtar presented the KOSB with one of
his Regimental plaques (green for Malaya,
purple for bravery and yellow for being a
Royal Regiment).

Lt J. A Kerr explains the Mortar computer to
Lt Col Muchtar,
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We are pleased to consider con-
tributions for publication. Material
should be typed and submitted by
1200 hours on Tuesday for the Friday
of publication. The office is situated
in Gloucester Block.

Send articles for inclusion to: Berlin
Bulletin, HQ Berlin Infantry Brigade,
BFPO 45.
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Farewell to RSM Crabtree

On Saturday, 10 October, the Brigade
FSM WO (RSM) A Crablree, Royal Sign-
als, was dined out of HQ Berlin Sergeants’
Mess. After an excellent meal provided by
the Master Chel, WO2 Brian Muir, and his
stall, directed by the PMC, WO2 Dave
Blagg, and the Mess Caterer, Sgi Bemie
Crossland, presentations were made from
his_technicians, RAOC, BRIXMIS, ACC,
SASC, RE, BMH. The Dining President,
WO1 John Clark, prosented WO1 Crabtree
with parcelain from the Mess members.
with representation from all three Services
and also civilians. Music was provided by
the Band of 1 GLOSTERS. The ASM then
left the dinner table on a horse provided by
the Saddie Glub by kind permissian of Col
4.4, McMullen and Miss Jane Stamper), and
admirably accompanied by thal expert (n
harseflesh — Mr. Jon Bennett

RSM Crabtres is dined out by friends and

colleagues.

Fair Cop in a Good Cause

Royal Military Police Corporals Caroling
Horne and Gerard Baltwin made one of
their mare unusual arrests in Berlin on Sat
urday — that of two desperate ‘jail-break.
ers” who had come all the way from Stat
Tordshire

Desperate, that is, for money. Philip Sid
dell and George Startin, members of Lich
field District Aound Table, hope with the
aid of the RMPs to have raised around
£2,000 for the Anthony Nolan Bone Marmow
Appeal Fund

The two businessman and other memb.
ers of their Round Table, with the aid of the
prison authorities, set up @ sponsored
escape’ from Swinfen Jail near Lichfiald
ihe previous day. The rules were that,
aperating in pairs with anly £10 in cash in
iheir packets, they gol as far from the jail
as possible in 24 hours. Their sponsors
paid up for every mile they covered

g Berlin as a destination which

stolen’ (tne company’s) lorry

caupons, they sped away from Ih
1130 hours on Friday. Exactly a day Iater
they had covered the 750000 m
British Secior HG af Londan Biock

2 the

Proto: Ammy Pt

Escape from Swinfen Jail ... buf soon re-

captured, Philip Siddell and George Startin
proving that crime does payl.

After all that, the lang arm of the Liw was
ploased to reach out in support, Caraline —
known to her friends as All — and Gerard
applied the arm lacks which were required
and also wished the businessmen well in
their effort

e ‘escapees’ had
an earlier brush with the law on Saturday
y were stopped by the East Ger-
man palice for exceeding a speed limit at
the approach to roadworks in the Carridor.
That set them back DM 50!

1988 Information Supplement:
Call for Entries!

Work has now begun on next yoar's In
tormation Supplement and we need your
help and suggestions.

Do you run a club or activity in which
others may be interested? Or nave you any.
information that might benefit other British
personnel stalionod in Bertin? If 5o, don't
keep It to yourselfi Typa a brief description
of the information you would like published
in the Infarmation Supplement and send it
10 us by 2 November. Please include your
name and daytime ielephone number so

that we can contact you |l we have any
queries,

Remember, the Information Supplement
is proguced for your benefit 3 please help
us o help you!

Send your items for inclusion or sugges-
tians for improvement to:

The Editor
Berlin Bulletin

Gloucester Block

HQ Berlin Infantry Brigade
BFPO 45
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BERLINERLLETIN

BERLIN DIARY

A look at the news and events in the Berlin Bulletin this week ten, twenty and thirty years ago.

1957

Farewell to Berlin

The skies were grey last Saturday for
the parade bidding farewell to 1 Indepen
dent Squadron, The Royal Tank Regl
ment, who are to be disbanded after six
yoars service in Berlin. Perhaps it was a
fitting morning for what was inevitably a
sad occasion

1 Indep Sqn have been with us ever
since it was dacided in 1951 10 form, from
units serving in the United Kingdom and
West Germany, an  independent
squadron to fullil British commitments in
Bertin. During their time here the
Squadron nas earned the respect of all
wha have served with it, in its participa
tion in all the major activities of the Ber.
lin Independent Brigade. It was indeed
apprepriate that representatives from all
the larger units Stationed in Berlin
should have taken part in saying larewell

Alter an inspection by the GOC, the
order was given "1 Independent
Squadron The Royal Tank Regiment, pre-
pare 1o drive past.” Slowly the tanks and
vehicles moved up 1o the top of Olym
pischer Platz to form up, Then as the
arder o advance was given, they maved
in columns of twos towards the saluting
base. They formed an impressive sight

these greal lumbering wehicies, with
guns lowered in salute. As they passed,
those on parade presented amms, a token
of respect for the men who were leaving
We last saw them streaming away down
Olympische Strasse lo the stiains of
“Auld Lang Syne

The Squadron is being relievea by ‘B
San 14120

The Hodges family.

1967

1977

a3 GLOSTERS"

Men of The Glousestarsh
gin Barlin for th
1946, The Regiment's 15t (and

lion arrived &t
roughout 1he WeeK 10 rBplac
talion The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers at
Brooke Barracks, Spandau,

The Glorious GLOSTERS", as they
have been popularly known since the
Korean War, still nave with them several
veterans of the battle of the Imjin River
whate, for thee days in 1851, they held
out alone against successive waves of
opposing Chinese and North Korean
1oops.

Although based for the last two years
in the cathedral city of Chester in north
west England, they spent nine months of
that peried in Swaziland and elsewhere in
Alrica, wilh some personnel on detach
ment in Aden and the island of Mautitius

Regiment

anly) B

Their Commanding Officer, Lt Col
Tony Streather, married with three s00s
and a daughter, is & well-known moun
taineer and a keen horseman, He com
mands between 600 and 700 men, who
are bringing with them some 160 wives
and 340 children. Ten of the children be-
long 1o one couple, Sgt and Mrs. Bill
Hodges!

On Thursday, & October, the new Medical

antre al Montgomery Barracks was form.
opened by Mis. C. R
ield Force Commander

Grey, wife of the

4

The conversion of the previously empty
bartack block has pravided fhe new Cantre
with much more space than i1s original loca-
tion and has allowed for a complele SSAFA
Sister's depariment upstairs, as well as a
large First Aid instruction room. The new
standards of comfont and, we hope, effi-
ciency, afe aliwady much apprecialed by
stall and patients alike.
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Berlin in Brief

A news round-up from the Berlin Press

Former Schisswig-Holslsin Prime Mink
ster, Uwe Barschel, was found dead in &
Geneva hotal last Sunday aftemoon by a re
porter who was intending to interview him
for Stern magazine. Thera has been much
speculation in the press since as to the
cause of his death

T

The Governing Mayor went to Bonn last
do battle for the Berfin al
(Morgenpost's headline). Herr
Diepgen said that the allowance must be re-
tained at all Gosts. Morgenpast reparted
that, according to its Bonn correspandent,
the Berlin allowance was not in danger but
that certain subsidies were 1o be reduced

* oo

Bariin's “birth certificate” is on display
in the entrance hail of the Rathaus Schéne-
berg until 18 October. It (s on loan from the
GOR.

* ow o

A husband and wife and their three sons
from tha GDR successiully escaped 10 the
Foderal Republic on the evening of Tuss.
day, 6 October. The family used an army
lory 1o crash through a gale In the
boundary fance.

.o

The local police has decided lo intensify
its checks on speeding motorists with
more policemen and an increased number
of radar traps aroundhe-clock. There will
also be more on-the-spol fines.

oo

‘The GDR calebrated the 351h anniversary
of its foundation on 7 October with a mi
litary parade in East Berlin at which a major
array of hardware was on show, The three
Western Allies issued a statement con-
demning the continuation of such illegal
East German military displays, and the
vialation of the de-militarized status of the
eity.

* ow o

The Berlin Senate has decided that Le-
banese families, who were residing in Ber
lin on 1 October, may stay for the time
being, Other foreign nationals who were re-
sident in the gity on or after 1 January 1981
may also remain, The only exception are
foreign nationals sentenced 1o prison
terms of more than three months. The
Gaverning Mayor described the decision as
an “act of humanity, honesty and goad
sense”

18

Some 80,000 visitors participated in the
‘Berliner Festwochen' between 31 August
and 4 October.

. ow e

The GOR airline, Interflug, will be adding
1Hghts to Singapore to ts schedule from 2
November.

. o ow

The Senate will be spending DM 20.81
million next year for public relations work
the Federal Republic and abroad. This
figure s DM 1.8 million above that for 1987,

e e

The focal police has posted a raward of
DM 50000 for infarmation leading 1o the
apprenension of the group which tried to
set fire 10 the Magnetic railway

The living quariers of a lacal policeman
were searched last woek. The investigating
authorities discovered illegal weapans and
Nazi emblems at his home. The officer
concerned had been under suspicion for
‘some time and he has now been suspended
from duty. He will be charged with violating
Allied weapons regulations.

oo

A whole anay of weapons was dis-
covered by the local police last Wednesday
night when they searched the flat of a 28
year old man in Berlin's Wedding district
The police acted on a tip-oft from a member
of the public.

. oe e

A group of twenty-eight authors from

Germany and Europe took over the running
of the paper, Die Tageszeitung, for three
aays last week.

P

Last week, East Berlin border guards
stopped a West German man some three
metros before he reached the demarcation
line al the barder crossing paint of Hein-
richHeine-Strasse. The man had been visit-
ing East Berlin pubs and was retuming to
West Berlin on 100l when he became impa-
tient with the delay at the controls. He then
tried to run across,

P

The Prosident of Berlin's Free University,
Prof. Dister Heckelmann, was attacked and
robbed in his homa last Wednesday night,

o

A now way to make money is being
planned by the local transport company,
BYG, in conjunction with major industries
The project involves firms sharing the cost
of tickets which are then 1o be made av-
ailabie to stalf at a feduced price.

.o

“Legende oder Lehrstiick” (“Legend or
Lesson’) is the theme of an exhibition
which was opened by the Govarning Mayar

and the three Allied Commandants last Fri-
day at Tegel airport. Exhibits about the Ber.
lin Blockade and the Airlift will be on show
until 21 November.

PRI

GOR Head of State, Erich Honecker, last
week opened one of the world's largest and
mast modern planetariums in East Berlin. It
‘was built n the GOR as the centre-piece of
the Cosmorama project for the study of as-
tronamy.

.- * o*

The official founding ceremany for Ber
lin's Academy of Science 0ok place in the
Reichstag last Saturday in the presence of
the Federal President, ihe Inner German Af-
fairs Minisier and the Goveming Mayor
among other dignitaries. In his speech, the
Governing Mayor expressed ihe hope that
some co-operation will come about bet
ween the new Academy and the Academy
of Science of the GOR.

Local trade union chiel, Michael Pagels,
has returned from a five-day visit 1o Britain
as an official guest of Her Majestys go:
vermment, He 1old Morgenpast that he
found much agreement among British go
vernment representatives as well as the

developed (travel and visits, rail tralfic) in
the interests of EastiWest relations. Merr
Pagels agded, however, thal a pre-requisite
for any such moves was that the four power
status of the city was not affectad.

PRI

Former  Berdin Environmen!  Senator
Vetler (FOP) and former Tiergarien Mayor
‘Wurche (SPD) have been charged with per
jury. Both cases involve alleged false state
ments during the Herrmann Gorruption trial
about money received from building entrep:
reneur Franke. (Veller is claiming that he
received anly DM 10,000 in danations and
niot DM 50,0001,

Can We Help You?

% R
Fregp o
[y

Fifth Floor Summit House

Open
Tuesday—Saturday 0330—1300 hours
Tuesday—Friday  1415—1630 hours

Tel. 309 5143
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Mulling over the Miiggelturm

Autum often affords us some of the most crystal clear days of the year. October this year has been no
exception and if you are wondering how to make the best of these last warm days before winter one idea is to
visit the Milggelturm, the tower in East Berlin which is situated on Berlin’s highest natural set of hills, the
Miiggelberge. From the Miiggelturm there is a superb panoramic view of surrounding countryside within the
old Mark of Brandenburg. Nearby, too, is Berlin’s largest lake, the Miggelsee and exploring its shores is an

added incentive to making the trip.

The journey 1o the Miggeliurm takes
between thirty and forty minutes from
Checkpoint Charlic and though the route
appears complex it is really quite straight
forward. From Checkpoint Charlie find
your way to Molkenmarkt and there wm
along Stralauer Strasse which becomes
Hw\rmdrkl Strasse and later Muhlen-
strasse. Follow the road (to the right) a
ross the Fm bridge, then turn left and
travel past Treptow Park. Carry straight on
and then follow signs for Kopenick. As you
pass though this small but busy town be
careful to take the Muggelheimer Strasse
(later Muggelheimer Damm) out of it. This
should lead you, very soon, into the Berlin
Forest and after a short distance look out
for the sign on the righi which dirests you
10 the Maggelturm.

The tower, thirty metres high and of nin
storeys, is situated on the Muggelberg hill,
itself 115 metres high. Unfortunately you
cannot ride up 10 it in your car (there
car park at the bottom) but the ten minute
walk 1o the top makes quite a refreshing
change after the level plods of the Grune.
wald!

The view of the surrounding landscape
does noi open out until you have
mounted the many steps of the restaurant
which stands at the foot of the tawer
There you have the first glimpses of water
over the tops of the trees, and can stop for
a well-carned rest and cup of coffee (if the
service is not (oo slow!) The tower above,
built in 1961, appears dull and functional
being constructed out of concrete and steel,
yet is cersainly stable and affords good
Views all the way up.

sur.

At the summit is a superb bird’s eye view
of the forest and lakes all around. 1t's from
these lofty heights that you gain a complete
picture of the Muggelsee area and can best
orientate yourself. Straight ahcad to the
south the River Dahme and Langer Sec can
clearly be seen winding their way through
the low land below. To explore their banks,
the Marienlust, only ten minutes walk from
the tower, is an obvious port of call. From
there you can walk along the cdge of the
Langer See or, alicrnatively, at at the re
staurant and if you are lucky, watch a row-
ing crew go past. This stretch of water was
used for the rowing competitions in the
1936 Berlin Olympics,

Ta the north of the Muggelturm is the
tiny Teufelsce which can, again, be reached
from the tower and you may find it en-
joyable 10 follow the nature trail (Natur-
2

e

The Miggetturm.
lehrpfad) down through the woods 10 the
little lake. The large lake behind that one
of course, the Grosser Muggelsee, four
lometres long and about two and a half
wide. To the east of it is the old fi
lage of Rahnsdorf which, unforty
can only be reached by driving right round
the north bank of the Muggelsee. Closer to

and, however, is Miggelheim, a small vil-
lage which was settled with twenty Pa-
latinate families in 1747 by Frederick the
Great.

The

short drive 10 Muggelheim is
more worthwhile (and safer) than
bumpy, pot-holed road down to
Muggelhort. (Tree roots under the road
surface have rendered the stretch quite
dangerous and it calls for some fairly
skilled slalom driving!) Muggelhort is set
on a small piece of land that juts out and
separates the Kleiner Maggelsee from the
Grosser Mggelsee. The cafe ihere is plea-
santly situated on the water's edge but be-
sides the fine view across the lake, there is
little else to see.

There is much 1o view from the Muggel-
wwrm, however, not least 10 the west, On an
exceptionally clear day you are supposed t0
be able to sec as far inio West Berlin as the
Glockenturm at the Olympic Stadium. 1
suspect such sights are rare (though more
common in Autumn) but whatever the we-
ther you are certain of taking home twa
overall impressions: the density of the Ber-
lin Forest in this area, and the flatness of
the land as Far as the eye can see. Berlin was
‘once covered by an ice cap and the retreat-
ing waters carved out the glacial valley in
which she now stands. The lakes and the
lowlands remain the only remembrances of
those early times.

Ta see the Miggelsee from closer quart-
ers leave the Moggelturm and turn right (o
join 1he main road (Muggelheimer Damm)
which leads 10 the village. Before you've
travelled far along this road you will sec @
sign for the hotel/restaurant complex of
Miuggelseeperle. Turn left as indicaied and
leave your car nt pay car
park. You then have to walk the short dis-
tance 10 the lakeside, Unfortunately, there
are no roads which circumvent the fake so
this system of park and walk operates at
the few points around its banks created 10
accommodate “tourists’. The one main
road to the village runs near to the lake but
cuts through the forest so there is never any
chance of secing the lake from the road.
This is a disappoiniment when compared
with the openness of the Wannsee b
suppose, protests the lakeside from noise
and pollution.

n the conve

The banks of the Muggelsee are busy in
holiday periods, particularly at Muggelsee-
perle which not only accommodates East
German holiday-makers in luxurious, wes-
ternized hotels but is the destination of
ppers who use the *Weisse Floite® or
white pleasure steamers 1o cross the lake
from industrial Friedrichshagen. The latter
1own is clearly visible from the opposite sitc
of the lake and was established in 1753
when a hundred families of cotton spinners
started to live and work there. To explore it
1oday, the energetic way is 1o walk from

Map of the Miiggelberge



Miiggelseeperle around the edge of the lake
to the pedestrian tunnel which takes you
under the Spree and across to the north
bank of the lake where Friedrichshagen is
to be found.

Much easier on the feet, though, is 1o eat
at one of the good restaurants or sit along
the built-up bank, looking over to the far
away Strandbad, and noticing the lack of
activity on the water. Here again is a contr-
ast with the Wannsee; there are no brightly-
coloured sails on the water and only the
occasional steamer. The ‘life’ is 1o be

The quiet waters of the Miggelsee.

found at the lakeside with groups of pen-
sioners and holiday-makers walking along
the water's edge.

Unfortunately, the permitted time does
not allow more than a cursory cruise of this
Miggelberge area and a number of trips
are needed to explore and enjoy it tho-
roughly. There is, however, time enough
for some sad reflections and comparisons.
Miggelsee lacks the openness, colour and
vitality that characterizes Wannsee, yel to
the post-war visitor of West Berlin it gives
an invaluable insight into the wonderful
natural resources that were once available
to the whole of the pre-war metropolis,

Cathryn Wilcock



